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May 2, 1881. — Lecture by Dr. Hunt upon Some Comparative 
Illustrations of Breathing Organsi 

May 17, 1881. — Observations upon the best methods of pre- 
paring Crystals of Hippuric Acid. 

June 6, 1881. — Lecture by Dr. Hunt upon Growth in the Skin 
and in some Trees alike. 

Nov. 16 and 11. — The Annual Exhibition was held, and was 
attended by a large and interested assembly. 

Dec. 5, 1881 At the annual election the following gentlemen 

were elected officers for the ensuing year : 

Director, .... Dr. R. S. Kenderdine. 

Vice-Director, . . . Dr. Charles Schaeffer. 

Corresponding Secretary, . Dr. L. Ashley Faught. 

Conservator, . . . Mr. Charles P. Perot. 

Treasurer, .... Dr. Isaac Norris. 

Becorder, .... Dr. Robert J. Hess. 

Committee of Auditors, . Mr. J. C. Wilson, 

Mr. S. L. Fox, 
Dr. A. G. Reed. 

Committee of Curators, . Mr. C. P. Perot, 

Mr. E. Pennock. 

Committee on Business, . Dr. C. Schaeffer, 

Dr. R. J. Hess, 
Mr. C. P. Perot, 
Dr. A.. G. Reed, 
Mr. S. L. Fox. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert J. Hess, M. D. 

Becorder. 



REPORT OF THE CONCHOLOGICAL SECTION. 

The Recorder of the Conchological Section respectfully reports 
that during 1881, Mr. Rafael Arango, Prof. Angelo Heilprin, Dr. 
R. E. C. Stearns and Mr. Henry Hemphill have prepared papers, 
which have been accepted and published in the Proceedings of the 
Academy. Besides these, verbal communications have been made 
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at various times upon conchological subjects, at meetings of the 
Academy, by Dr. Leidy and Messrs. Heilprin, Ryder and Ford. 

Our Conservator, Mr. Tryon, reports that 

" During the year ending December 1, 1881, forty-four distinct 
donations of recent shells and mollusks have been received, 
aggregating S11 species, represented by 3205 specimens. With 
the assistance of Mr. Charles F. Parker these have all been labeled, 
mounted and displayed in the Museum. In addition to this work, 
the rearrangement of the entire collection, in accordance with the 
latest and best views of classification, which was commenced two 
years ago, is constantly progressing — the Turbinellidse, Nassidae 
and Mitridse having been completely re-studied and partly 
re-labeled. 

' The collection of Unionidse having outgrown the limits orig- 
inally assigned to it, a new arrangement thereof became necessary, 
and for this purpose ninety-six drawers were appropriated, at the 
west end of the Conchological gallery. The specimens are now 
uniformly mounted, with new labels, and classified in accordance 
with the latest edition of Dr. Lea's Synopsis of Naiades. Two 
reference-catalogues of the family have been prepared, one of 
which is for the use of strangers desirous of consulting the col- 
lection. The cabinet of Unionidse contains over six hundred 
species, represented by several thousand selected specimens, and 
occupies two hundred and forty feet of surface space. To the 
above work Mr. Parker has, as usual, devoted much of his time, 
and with great advantage to the appearance of the specimens. 

" Early in the year an opportunity occurred to secure a fine 
suite of fossil shells from the older formations of the West — 
hitherto very imperfectly represented in the Academy's Museum ; 
the Section obtained these by purchase. 

" Prof. Angelo Heilprin having assumed official charge of the 
cabinet of invertebrate palaeontology, his annual report will con- 
tain the summary of donations of fossil shells, heretofore included 
in this report. 

" Recently, a large and valuable selection of recent shells, all new 
to the Academy's collection, has been offered to us at a reason- 
able price, and by the kindness of several friends, a portion of it has 
already been secured. In this connection we would call attention 
to the manifest impossibility of maintaining unimpaired the use- 
fulness to students of our Conchological collection by continuing 
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to rely upon occasional donations and exchanges for the supply 
of newly-discovered species. A museum which does not ever 
reflect the current state of knowledge misses its highest aim, and 
may become as valueless for progress as a library composed of 
books written several generations ago. 

"Authentic or carefully identified specimens of known species 
are much more necessary to the student than books. Figures and 
descriptions, however carefully drawn, can only convey to him a 
portion of the significance of the specimens. Books are, of course, 
necessary implements of study, but to derive our knowledge of 
zoological characters from them exclusively is to receive at second 
hand the impression which natural objects have made upon other 
minds, a condition which almost precludes safe progress in 
zoological discovery. Through several wise benefactions, the 
library of the Academy has become the most important library of 
natural science in America, and means have been provided for its 
continuous growth ; but the Museum has always depended upon 
fitful generosity exclusively; no intelligent direction has been 
given to its increase, simply for want of money. In no other 
department of the Museum do we suffer more for the want of 
purchasing power than in that of Conchology. Ten years ago our 
collection had become, by a succession of favorable circumstances, 
so complete that it was consulted by students as a standard 
authority. Its reputation still exists, but with each succeeding 
year it is less deserved, for few of the rich collections constantly 
being made in regions new to zoological research find their way 
into our cases. A fund yielding a few hundred dollars per annum 
would suffice to maintain, perhaps to increase, the value of our 
Conchological Museum. A gift for this purpose would, it is 
believed, be a good investment, productive in the best sense. 

The Museum of Recent Conchology now contains 139,592 
specimens, mounted in 39,501 trays. The species are named 
throughout, with rare exceptions, and are all accessible to 
students." 

There have been no changes made in the By-Laws of the Section, 
and the officers of last year have been re-elected. 
Respectfully submitted by 

S. Raymond Roberts, 

Recorder. 



